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KEELTY REPORT — RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 

28. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Environment: 

Given the findings in today’s Keelty report which state that major improvements need to be put in place around 
response operations and given that Department of Environment and Conservation officers are stretched beyond 
capacity, I ask — 

(1) Did the minister request additional resources for DEC for fire-management purposes and fail to secure 
them? 

(2) Does the minister accept responsibility for not having addressed the issues identified in the Keelty 
report earlier? 

(3) Does the minister concede that many of these issues were identified in the examination of DEC’s 
capacity by Mr Euan Ferguson in September 2010? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
There are three parts to that question. Before I answer them, I want to make sure that the community at Margaret 
River understands that I apologise unreservedly for what has happened and that this government accepts full 
responsibility. 
(1)  In terms of resourcing, this particular fire in Margaret River was not a resourcing issue; it was 

actually a fire that was caused by — 

Mr M. McGowan: It’s fighting the fire. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: This fire was not caused by under-resourcing. Indeed, this government has provided 
actual budget increases to DEC in each of our years of office. In the last three years of office we have actually 
increased our budget. In fact, in the 2010–11 budget, additional funding of $450 000 was provided to extend the 
employment of seasonal bushfire staff. Last year, in my first term as the Minister for Environment, I managed to 
secure $5 million for capital equipment that was allocated specifically for firefighting apparatus. Indeed, that 
$5 million was used to purchase — 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s not the question. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I am getting to that. The member asked three parts to the question and I am answering 
the first part. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The $5 million was used to purchase eight new fire trucks to add to the existing fleet 
of 104. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, minister. I am sure everybody is interested in the answers to these questions—
everybody in this place and many people outside it. The opportunity is yours to answer it, Minister for 
Environment, not for anybody else. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am addressing the first part of the question about resources. In 
my first year as the Minister for Environment, I secured $5 million of capital for DEC’s firefighting resources. 
This included eight new fire trucks to add to the existing fleet of 104—that is, about an eight per cent increase in 
my quick mental arithmetic; prime movers; low loaders; a skid steer loader; a bulldozer; generators as back-up 
power at centres in Bunbury, Collie, Mundaring and Albany—it is essential if the power goes out to have 
generators; 10 variable message roadside signs to advise of bushfire and prescribed burns, which is critical when 
setting up roadside information; new infrastructure for fire-spotting towers, including two new towers; a new 
hangar for aerial fire-spotting aircraft at Manjimup; resurfacing essential airstrips at Walpole, Shannon, Nannup 
and Dwellingup; and a purpose-built shed at Bunbury to store DEC’s mobile control facilities. 

(2)–(3) In terms of addressing the Keelty report and also the Ferguson report, the Ferguson report had 
17 observations. In fact, one of the observations made in the executive summary of the Ferguson report 
was that the review concluded that the Department of Environment and Conservation has a sound 
capability and capacity for managing fire on its estate in Western Australia. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I do not want to hear from you again during this question. I am 
formally calling you to order for the first time today. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: And this year! 

The SPEAKER: Second time today, member for Girrawheen—I formally call you to order. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I acknowledge that there were 17 observations made by Mr Ferguson, and I am advised 
that we have actually implemented 10 of those; there are seven that we are still working on and they will be 
refined because of the second Keelty report. In respect of the first Keelty report and its 55 recommendations, we 
have actually implemented 27, or nearly got 27 across the line, and we are working on the residual 
recommendations. 
 


